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Richard GILBERT% A (BHX)

In a word the great gift of literature is depth.
A study of literature in English can provide an excellent
means of experiencing the briliance and heart of
international culture. Nowadays, literary study is
more relevant than ever before in contemporary life,
as many cultures and nations worldwide are increasingly
expressing themselves though the language and
literature of English, including the arts, business and
sciences. It can be said that the heart of a culture is
found in its style and expression. Even in our Internet
age, the book remains our most condensed form of
knowledge and richest evocation of language. In
fact, learning an author's style and sensibility can
open a magical gateway into a lifetime of riches,
and new worlds of understanding. Through literary
study, students can discover a new sense of country
and culture, history and temperament, sense and
sensibility. The Department of English Language and
Literature offers a number of paths to the study of
English language and its various literatures, as our
Department continues in a longstanding tradition: a
belief that language can be most deeply studied
and learned though the expressions of its greatest
literary artists. Following in the footsteps of Lafcadio
Hearn and Soseki Natsume, and continuing in their
expansive spirit of international exploration and learning,
in this same spirit we warmly welcome you to study
with us.
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