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To think of the future in relation to the
present is essential to civilization. The common-
est workman in a civilized country does this.
Instead of spending all the money he earns, as

fast as he earns it, he will, if an intelligent

man, save a large part of it as a provision
against future want. This is the commonest kind
of ight. The ts a much
higher form of foresight. He thxnks when op-
posing or proposing a law,— “What will be the
result of this law a hundred years after I am
dead?” But the philosopher ~carries foresight
much further. He asks: “What will be the re-
sult of the present conditions in a thousand years
from now?” And he thinks not merely about one
country, but about the whole human race.

In speaking to you about the Future of
the Oxient, I wish to speak from the standpomt
of the Western philosopher,—and therefore, not
about Japan alone, or the Far Bast alone, but

about the whole human race.

I must begin by saying that the future of
the Far East depends partly upon the action of
the Far West,—though not altogether. One thing,
at Jeast, is certain—that the greatest changes
which are to take place in the Ear Fast will be
made by Western influence, This influence is ag-
gressive. But it is unavoidable. It cannof cease
for generations. Refore we think about the Ori-
ent in the future, let us consider the Occident in
the present.

The most remarkable fact connected with
the progress of Western industrial civilization
during this century has been the enormous in.
crease of “Western nations. In 1801, the popula-
tion of England, or, rather, of all Great Britain,
was 16,345,646 In 1892, the population was 37,
787,953, If ‘we look still further back, the fig-
ures are, of course, more startling. In Elizadoth’s

reign there were 5,600,517 people in England
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the hatred of useless luxury and extravagance in
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