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In this paper I would like to focus on the policy of "organic stock
farming" for "sustainable development". I will examine how this policy
has been conducted and what kind of social economical effects the
policy has brought about on a herding society such as Henan

Mongolian Autonomous County (HMAC) , Qinghai Provence, China. ¢

In the 20th century, whilst modern farming methods have
resulted in agricultural mass production through extensive use of
chemical fertilizers and agricultural chemicals, they have led also to an
increase in various illnesses and severe environmental degradation. In
China particularly, economic development has exacerbated
environmental deterioration, heightening the risk of food poisoning. In
this context, sustainable development has gathered attention and
China has encouraged the promotion of "organic farming".

The north-western area of China has played an important role
in stock breeding. Most of the local governments in the area have
started to call for "organic stock farming", as part of "sustainable
development." Organic stock farming prohibits farmers from using
agricultural chemicals, chemical fertilizers, growth promotants,
antiseptics, antibiotics, and genetically modified products. This
farming upholds values of natural providence and ecosystems, and
aims to achieve sustainable stock farming and create a natural and
pollution-free environment.

The north-western region, however, has been regarded as a
less-developed area in China. In particular, many nomadic Tibetans
and Mongols in Amdo Tibet have scant experience of modern stock
farming. It is often said that HMAC is an ecologically rich area with
good grasslands for grazing in Qinghai. It can be argued that the
traditional way of stock farming there is fundamentally akin to that of
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"organic stock farming" stressing the natural and non-pollution. This
leads us to the question: Why does the government attempt to promote
"organic stock farming" via slogans as a correction to traditional
nomadic farming practices?

In order to explore this problem, it is necessary to see "organic
stock farming" not in the light of economic policy but in connection
with environmental and cultural policy. HMAC, which is called the
third pole after the north and south poles of the world, lies within the
Qinghai-Tibetan Plateau and is part of "Sanjiangyuan Conservation
Area" which is the source of the Changjiang, the Yellow river, and the
Mekong. "Traditional" stock farming with its traditional nomadic way
of life in the area has had the effect of increasing livestock.

The government has come to consider this lifestyle (culture)

to be detrimental to the grasslands and has tried to reduce the number
of herders and change their lifestyle to one of settlement in fixed
locations, with a view to conserving the environment and furthering
economic and cultural development of those people. It is "organic stock
farming" that ensures this process with sustainable development. In
this paper, I examine to what extent this policy is understood by the

herders and to what extent it is accepted by them, based on empirical
data from my fieldwork.

In this paper, I illustrate traditional stock farming by
introducing the economic symbolic relationship between nomads and
livestock in herding societies in HMAC and their affective relation
with livestock. I consider the main features of on-going organic stock
farming and the way the nomads have accepted them. More light is
shed on the present condition of the nomad settlement project and its
effect upon the traditional culture. The paper concludes with details of
the kind of problems the sustainable development model has invited.
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