B
Btk 33 5

i AF3T JCAS Review Vol. 20 No.1 2020 96-114 %Elﬁa)

2B

T4 DRBREE
— F Ry MR AIC BT A EH Bl ERE <

VUYL P BEBARKREAZRANMHERI T HF E-mail: shinjilt@kumamoto-u.ac.jp
SHINJILT 2020 £ 3 A 12 Bi%tEs241/ 2020 £ 3 A 30 HEFRIRRE

Abstract

Recent years have seen a wider phenomenon of ‘Nye "dus’ (Amdo-Tibetan dialect), known as the
kin gathering in the pastoralist societies of the eastern Tibetan Plateau. This gathering is held in
the cradle of the kin, with various events and casual communication enhancing and sustaining the
mutual relationship of the kinship community.

Participants in Nye ‘dus are called ‘Nye ring’, and its number is supposed to be no less than
1000 persons. They settle themselves in the district of Nye ring which lies across two or more
prefectures. The Nye rings consist of different ethnic groups or ‘nationalities (minzu)’, based on
Chinese ethnic classification. The Tibetan Nye ring could be equivalent to kinship in English, but
the relationships between Nye rings, unlike kinship, are associated with neither birth nor marriage.
Furthermore, interestingly enough, it is difficult to perceive the same phenomenon of Nye 'dus in
the relationships between Tibetan farmers.

The author of this article examines the way pastoralists on the Tibetan Plateau have raised their
group consciousness of the Nye 'dus, by carrying out an ethnographical analysis of the Mongolian
pastoralists in the Qinghai Henan Mongolian Autonomous County and comparing them with the @
neighbouring Tibetan pastoralists.

Keywords Tibet, pastoralist societies, Nye ‘dus (kin gathering), nationalities (ethnic groups), group
consciousness
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